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Abstract

This study advances a comparative forensic psychological analysis of cooperative and non-cooperative
victims in human trafficking proceedings, examining the psychological determinants that influence
procedural engagement. While victim cooperation is frequently interpreted through a legal or strategic
lens, empirical and clinical evidence suggests that testimonial behavior is profoundly shaped by trauma-
related symptomatology, coercive control, and attachment dynamics developed during exploitation.
The research investigates key variables, including complex post-traumatic stress disorder (C-PTSD),
dissociation, trauma bonding, learned helplessness, attachment style, perceived threat severity, and
internalized shame. Particular attention is given to the distinction between trauma-based incapacity to
cooperate and externally driven non-cooperation resulting from intimidation, dependency, or socio-
economic vulnerability.
The study is guided by the following research questions:
(1) What psychological differences can be identified between cooperative and non-cooperative victims
in human trafficking cases?
(2) To what extent do trauma-related symptoms predict levels of procedural cooperation?
(3) How does trauma bonding influence victims’ willingness to provide consistent and sustained
testimony?
(4) Can specific psychological indicators serve as reliable predictors of testimonial variability without
undermining victim credibility?
Methodologically, a mixed-method design is proposed, integrating standardized forensic psychological
assessments, validated trauma inventories, and qualitative analysis of judicial case files. The expected



findings aim to refine trauma-informed investigative practices and contribute to a more accurate
interpretation of victim behavior in court. By clarifying the psychological correlates of cooperation, the
study seeks to prevent misjudgments of credibility and reduce the risk of secondary victimization in
trafficking prosecutions.
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