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Abstract

This study explores the impact of pioneering women leaders from Churu district, located in western
Rajasthan (India), which has often been viewed as underdeveloped. With a sex ratio of 940 females for
every 1,000 males and a literacy rate of 67.46%, Churu faces many socio-economic challenges. It ranked
last in the 2009-2010 National Sanitation Index, placing 428th out of 428 districts. Despite these
challenges, Churu has a rich history of women who broke societal barriers and became important figures
in social and political movements. This motivates research into women's leadership in the district.
The research highlights the lives and leadership of Shanno Devi Sharma and Shanti Kumari Mundhra.
Shanno Devi Sharma was the first independent woman MLA of Rajasthan in 1957, and a dedicated
social worker, and Shanti Kumari Mundhra was a well-known local leader and the elected president of
Chhapar Nagar Palika. Shanti Kumari narrowly lost to Shanno Devi as a MLA candidate in the 1957
Rajasthan Legislative Assembly elections by just 286 votes. Both women challenged patriarchal norms
through their work in women's upliftment, education, and empowerment of marginalized groups, leaving
a lasting impact on their community.
By focusing on their biographies, this research highlights the often-overlooked contributions of women
at the grassroots level, who played a vital role in shaping their communities' socio-political landscapes.
Their struggles and successes not only paved the way for future generations but also inspired young
women to take on leadership roles in society today. This study aims to preserve their stories so they are
not lost to history, thereby encouraging the next generation of women leaders, especially in areas where
patriarchal norms still dominate.
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