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ABSTRACT
The late fifteenth century witnessed profound transformations in Mediterranean political, religious, and diplomatic networks, shaped by Ottoman expansion, the fall of Constantinople, and the change of Christian powers across Europe and the Levant. Within this context, relations between the Iberian kingdoms and the eastern Christian polities of the Caucasus – particularly the Kingdom of Kartli – remain an understudied aspect of late medieval history.
This paper explores the nature and significance of Spanish-Georgian diplomatic interactions during the final quarter of the fifteenth century. In the course of this research, the method of complex analysis and the criticism of written sources were used, allowing the historical contextualization of documentary material; additionally, an interdisciplinary approach were utilized to determine the interconnectedness of political narratives and ideological constructions. It argues that these contacts were not isolated or symbolic but formed part of wider trans-Mediterranean strategies aimed at preserving Christian presence, pilgrimage routes and political influence.
Drawing upon the “Opus Epistolarum” of Peter Martyr for the 1490s and the chronicles of Enríquez del Castillo for the earlier period, the research examines how the arrival of Georgian envoys, such as Nilo and Zakaria, was interpreted at the Spanish court. By cross-referencing these accounts with the genealogical arguments in Alfonso de Cartagena’s  “Anacephaleosis”, the study demonstrates how the “Tubal” myth transformed these distant polities into “Japhethic kin.” This research contributes to our understanding of cross-cultural connectivity in the late medieval Mediterranean, highlighting the importance of frontier Christian kingdoms in shaping Iberian worldviews.
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