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Abstract

Over a decade ago, I made a bold shift in my approach to education—one rooted in personalized learning,
project-based instruction, and assessments focused on real-world impact. Inspired by the question,
“Who’s coming with me?” I ventured into uncharted pedagogical territory. While only a few early
adopters joined me, the urgency for transformation has since grown impossible to ignore.
Today’s students are disengaged—not because they lack ambition, but because the traditional education
system continues to revolve around outdated models. Like the pre-Copernican universe, most schools
place subjects at the center, with students orbiting around them. But what if we repositioned students at
the center of the learning universe? Drawing on history’s great paradigm shifts—from Copernicus to
Kant—we can reimagine schooling through a lens that prioritizes the mind, purpose, and identity of each
learner.
In an age where grades no longer predict future success and AI enables personalization at scale, schools
must redefine the meaning of academic achievement. Research from Gallup, Forbes, and the World
Economic Forum reveals that Gen Z craves meaningful, future-ready learning that bridges their passions
with real-world challenges. They seek relevance, autonomy, and purpose—and we must respond.
This session will showcase how international schools are developing innovative graduation pathways
that elevate student agency, connect learning to global challenges, and embed 21st-century skills at the
core. We will explore practical strategies for designing interdisciplinary, impact-driven programs that
prepare students not only for university and work, but for life.
By putting students back at the center—honoring their interests, passions, and potential—we don’t just
improve engagement; we transform education.
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