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Abstract 

 

Affective polarization is a phenomenon that can be defined as an intensive sentiment of 

aversion and rejection between different political parties’ partisans. This has become a 

significant problem in advanced democracies. Considering that political elites are a pilar on the 

way these dynamics work, it is fundamental to understand how their discourses and strategies 

may affect citizens’ opinions about their fellows. In recent years, politicians’ communication 
has evolved towards a model in which the ability to give immediate answers or reactions to 

citizens are necessary political competences. Social networks allow elites to communicate 

permanently with their followers, but also with their peers. The debate area moved to a virtual 

arena constituted by networks such as X or Bluesky. As we already collected data from X about 

a rental subsidy implemented in Spain in 2022, and we identified the profiles of the people 

tweeting about it, this study aims to answer the following question: To what extent could we 

monitor the Spanish elite’s polarization through the analysis of what they tweet about a 

particular public policy? Through the example of Bono Alquiler Joven. 
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