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Abstract

The dearth of empirical knowledge on available, relevant professional development
opportunities for early childhood care and education (ECCE) practitioners could stall
intervention initiatives aimed at capacitating this workforce.

This paper attempts to increase understanding of the professional development opportunities
available, to aid transformative capacitation of ECCE practitioners.

The study was conducted in communities in Motheo District in the Free State province.

A convergent mixed methods design facilitated the concurrent collection of both quantitative
and qualitative data.The sample size was n = 211; the participants were recruited through
convenience sampling. We tested two hypotheses to establish if significant relationships
existed between education qualifications and years of teaching, and the awareness of the
professional development opportunities available to ECCE practitioners. Qualitative data was
analysed thematically, while SPSS version 25 software enabled the analysis of quantitative
data.Both quantitative and qualitative data show that the practitioners were aware of numerous
untapped professional development opportunities. Hypotheses testing found that professional
development opportunities available to practitioners were independent of their education
qualifications and years of experience.

The ECCE practitioners who took part in the study seemed poorly prepared to deliver quality
service. This situation could change if relevant professional development opportunities that are
available, are harnessed.
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