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Abstract 

This study investigates the online hate narratives around South Asian citizens in Canada. The 
value of this research is that it challenges the perception of Canadian multiculturalism and by 
addressing the reality of multiculturalism, it reveals the racial hierarchical structure within 
‘equal’ multicultural state like Canada. In this study we connect early 20th century history of 
recently arrived South Asian migrants to British Columbia to the literature of white nationalism 
and white fantasy, the myths of multiculturalism and the racist nature of online platforms to 
expose a shift towards the perspective and acceptance of South Asian people in Canada. Here, 
the study compiles 120 comments identified as hate speech and organized the comments into 
categories of general South Asian hate, specific Punjabi hate, specific Indian hate, commentary 
on social space, insult towards linguistic abilities and claims advocating for deportation from 
Canada and when relevant, the comments are categorized into subcategories of ‘Becoming 
India’, white replacement theory and loss of Canadian culture. The results of this coding 
showcase that the most prevalent narrative found in the YouTube comments were commentary 
on social space and more precisely commentary on white replacement theory. The implication 
of this dominant narrative is that it signals to a growing resistance to racialized spaces in 
Canada. This implication allows for the argument that online platforms such as YouTube should 
be viewed as an extension to the body of the dominant white nationalist structure in colonial 
society because these platforms are able to encourage and sustain a white fantasy and white 
power structures through the platforms structural racist nature that encourage the growth of 
hate narratives online. 
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