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Abstract 

A growing body of literature in urban studies has presented that urban precarity has been a 

lived experience for low-income groups of people in the cities of the Global South. It does 

not necessarily mean that cities in the Global North, where advanced capitalist economies 

exist, avoided the adverse realities of urban precarity. As a multifaceted condition, it creates 

other associated precariousness in lives—for example, economic deprivation, mental stress 

and housing precarity. The interrelations between urbanity and precarity have been 

ubiquitous regardless of the developed and developing countries. People, mainly manual 

labourers with low incomes, go through uncertainties in every aspect of life. By analysing 

qualitative data and embracing structure-agency interaction, this paper intends to present how 

Bangladeshi migrants experience housing precarity in Dublin. Continued population growth 

and political economy factors such as labour market inequality, financialisation of the private 

rental sector, and the impact of cuts to government funding for social housing provision are 

combined to produce a housing supply crisis, affordability, and access in the city. As a result, 

low-income people practice informality in securing jobs and housing. The macro-structural 

components of this analysis include the Irish housing policy, the European labour market, the 

immigration policy and the financialised housing market. The micro-structural components of 

South Asian communities’ experiences include social networks and social class. Access to 

social networks and practices of informality play a significant role in enabling them to 

negotiate urban precarity, including housing crises and income insecurity. In some cases, the 

collective agency of ethnic diaspora communities plays a vital role in negotiating with 

structural constraints. 
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