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ABSTRACT

Simone Weil, a native of Paris, France, born in the year 1909 and passing away in 1943,
transcended the conventional role of a philosopher, assuming intellectual roles that encompassed
political theory and social activism. Her intellectual pursuits traversed a broad spectrum of
philosophical concepts, thereby attesting to her deep engagement with a diverse array of
philosophical currents. While the realm of Indian philosophy did not constitute her primary sphere
of concentration, Weil’s insatiable intellectual curiosity impelled her to embark upon explorations
into various religious and philosophical traditions, including the rich tapestry of Hinduism. Her
overarching aim resided in the extraction of wisdom and insight from a multitude of sources,
synthesizing constituent elements drawn from distinct philosophical and religious systems to
formulate her unique philosophical framework. Weil’s foray into the domain of Indian philosophy
stands as a singular facet of her overarching quest for truth and her dedicated exploration of
alternative viewpoints for comprehending the world and the human condition. This paper aims to
highlight Simone Weil’s nuanced exploration of Indian philosophy, emphasizing her insightful
analysis within the context of the Bhagavadgita and her examination of her book “City of God. “It
draws parallels between Weil’s philosophical framework and the concepts of attention, action, and
self-awareness found in bhakti, karma, and jiiana yoga. Special emphasis is placed on significant
themes like empathy and the tripartite framework of yogic practices. Notably, it is pertinent to
observe that while Weil’s writings do not overtly expound upon the three yogas, her discerning
analysis of Indian philosophy, especially within the context of the Bhagavadgitd afford an
opportunity to establish instructive parallels. For example, Weil’s elucidation of the concept of
“attention” as a spiritual discipline characterized by an altruistic, profound focus on the actuality
within oneself and the external world resonates strikingly with the ideas of selflessness and
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devotion underscored in bhakti yoga. Moreover, her insightful examination of the nature of action
aligns harmoniously with the foundational principles of karma yoga. Furthermore, her dedicated
exploration of internal comprehension and self-awareness stands in resonance with the pursuit of
knowledge inherent in the path of jiidna yoga. It is important to note that Simone Weil’s approach
to philosophy was deeply personal. She viewed philosophy as a lived experience and a source of
inspiration for living a higher life. Consequently, her work is replete with personal insights and
reflections on the enigmas of life, adding a unique and introspective dimension to her philosophical
contributions.
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