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“What we call monsters are not so to God, who sees in the immensity of his work the infinity of forms
that he has comprised in it... We call contrary to nature what happens contrary to custom; nothing is
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anything but according to nature, whatever it may be.
Montaigne's “Of a Monstrous Child”

Abstract

Mauthner, in his Critique of Language, postulates that language is alive and, therefore, does
not remain unchanged from the beginning of the sentence to its end. “In the beginning was the
Word”; here, by the sixth word, the meaning of the initial phrasing “in the beginning” has
already changed. Mauthner’s insight here doesn’t merely apply to the semantics of language
but also serves as an analogy for the nature of discourse, which remains in a state of perpetual
flux and evolution. In this essay, I will analyse the evolution of one such discourse, namely the
discourse of the queer or the ‘other’, essentially in the critical lexicon, using Montaigne’s work
Essais in light of various post-structuralist theories to provide insight into the role of discursive
identification and highlight the inevitable undoing of an arguably emancipatory evolution by
the very virtue of its utterance and how these texts respond to the paradoxical coexistence of a
thesis and its antithesis that is present in every discourse.
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