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Abstract 

 

Education and highbrow cultural participation—two dimensions of cultural capital—have 

previously been identified as determinants of vaccine attitudes, though the links have been 

mainly inconsistent across studies. The present quantitative study aimed to examine the effects 

of two dimensions of cultural capital (institutionalized and embodied cultural capital) on the 

pro-vaccine attitudes of the Slovenian public. A cross-sectional quantitative study was 

performed in November 2019, a few months prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. The non-

probability sample survey was collected by inviting respondents over the age of 18 to 

participate using the snowball technique via e-mail, digital social networks (Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram) and University of Maribor social network profiles. The sample was obtained 

through an online survey tool 1ka.si (N = 661; Mage = 34.9 years). The impact of education and 

highbrow cultural participation on vaccine attitudes was examined, controlling for 

sociodemographic variables (gender, age and size of residential settlement) and economic 

variables (income and family economic status) in multivariate analyses. Bivariate analyses 

indicated that pro-vaccine attitudes were significantly more likely to be expressed by men, 

younger respondents, those with lower incomes, higher perceived family economic status, 

living in urban areas and by those who are more frequently engaged in highbrow cultural 

activities, while education had no impact on vaccine attitudes. The results did not substantially 

change when multiple regression models were employed. Our study indicated that cultural 

capital has an inconsistent impact on vaccine attitudes; while education has no impact, 

highbrow cultural participation increases pro-vaccine attitudes. The results suggest a multi-

type approach is needed to address vaccine scepticism among the Slovenian public. 
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