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ABSTRACT 

The main purpose of this paper is to investigate the roots and their meanings of the words that 

different languages use to express two concepts: moon and sky. The data are drown from 

dictionaries. The words in each language were recorded, were divided by language families 

and then each one was examined separately with the use of etymological dictionaries, in 

order to find the roots and their meanings. In total, forty nine languages (from different 

language families) were analyzed for the concept ‘sky’ and fifty three languages (from 

different language families) were analyzed for the concept ‘moon’. It was found that in the 
first case concepts like light, cover, whole, cloud, high place, sphere, dome were used and in 

the second case were used concepts like light, measurement, little prince. The results of the 

study show that in the onomatology of these concepts man relied either on a feature of the 

sky or the moon itself as an entity to refer to it or on a quality that man has given to them. But 

the most important finding is that on the one hand common meanings emerge between 

different typological and genetic languages while on the other hand languages of the same 

family choose different meanings to express the same concept. This fact shows that in 

onomatology man is based on the way he perceives the world, the reality around him and this 

is certainly worth studying.  
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