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ABSTRACT 

Filipinos have been divided on President Rodrigo Duterte’s leadership ever since his election in 

2016. This study aimed to gain a thorough, in-depth understanding of the opinions of Filipinos 

from different age and income brackets on these issues in order to address the lack of studies 

analysing the current Philippine political landscape. An interview tackling relevant national issues 

were conducted with twelve respondents from the intersections of four age groups and three 

income brackets. The government’s handling of some issues received mixed opinions, some had 

neutral viewpoints, while others had more unfavorable ones. The responses differed on three 

levels: (1) the general stance on an issue; (2) the strength of a stance; and (3) the factoring in of an 

issue in forming an overall perception on the administration’s performance. Contrary to previous 

studies on political thought, opinions varied greatly such that no unique set of viewpoints could be 

attributed to any of the defined age or income groups. These results will be most useful to political 

science researchers, political analysts, and candidates shaping their platforms for the upcoming 

elections. Future studies are recommended to tackle more national issues and to consider other 

factors that may affect political opinions and behavior. 
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